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SENATOR CHAMBERS: Before I consider it further, I would
like to ask Senator Warner a question, and i f h e do es n ' t
have the answer, anybody who can answer it for me.

PRESIDENT: Senator Warner is avai l a b l e .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I may misunderstand, S enator Warner , w h a t
i s e n t a i l ed h ei e .;o c a r i y o u t e l l me what the program is and
how it will be carried out at Beatrice, should it be moved
there, and why the decision was made?

SENATOR WARNER: Senator Chambers, t he i n d i v i d ua l s i nv o l ve d
are individuals that are both mentally handicapped and
mentally ill and there is about 20 or so individuals. You
may recall there was a...or you maybe did no t kno w. . . t he r e
was a study, task force type thing, last year, this summer,
that reviewed each of those individual's cases and we did
put an amendment into the appropriation bill that authorized
the Department of Institutions in their judgment to perhaps
place some of those individualsas a result of that task
force. Some could be in the community setting conceivably
d epending upon t h e l ev e l o f h an d i c a p a n d menta l i l l ne ss , and
other s wou l d h av e t o r emain i n st i t u t i on a l i ze d . The
suggestion was one that was on th e DPI's list or the
Governor's list early on as a possibility. Wh at we a re
doing here is, and the dollar amount is their recognition of
a saving, is that those who can still be p laced as an
alt e r n a t i v e w h i c h i s mor e economica l wou l d s t i l l b e a ble t o
b e done . Th e b al anc e , in fact, would be moved to Beatrice.
The reason that you incur the substantial savings by going
to Beatrice is the fact that they are. . .wi t h i n t h ei r bud g e t ,
they can handle these additional people and t h e y ar e u nd e r
their prescribed number o f beds , num be r o f individuals
there, and still qualify so there is no Medicaid or any of
those other federal program problems with reimbursement. So
the care should be comparable to what they are currently
receiving. So between the two alternatives, the proposal is
that this k ind of a r ed u c t i on cou l d b e made without
adversely affecting the i nd i v i d u a l s . Tha t i s how i t is
r epresented t o u s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Th ank y ou , Senator Warner. Mem bers of
the Legislature, this is going to be a day when you a l l c an
punish me because I am dealing with programs that I have a
great deal of feeling about and I am going to have the flesh
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